
A Cultural History of the Senses
 

With six volumes covering 2,500 years, this is the
definitive overview of the senses through history.

From antiquity to the present day, this major reference work
covers themes such as religion, philosophy, science,
medicine, literature, art and media. Each volume assesses the
same key themes, meaning readers can gain a broad

overview of each period, or follow a theme throughout history:
1. The Social Life of the Senses
2. Urban Sensations
3. The Senses in the Marketplace
4. The Senses in Religion
5. The Senses in Philosophy and Science
6. Medicine and the Senses
7. The Senses in Literature
8. Art and the Senses
9. Sensory Media

CONSTANCE CLASSEN is an award-winning author and researcher, based in
Montreal, Canada.

Constance Classen is Visiting Scholar at McGill University, Canada and
director of an interdisciplinary project on art, museums and the senses. She is
the editor of The Book of Touch (2005), and the author of, among other works,
Worlds of Sense: Exploring the Senses in History and Across Cultures (1993),
The Color of Angels: Cosmology, Gender and the Aesthetic Imagination (1998)
and The Deepest Sense: A Cultural History of Touch (2012).
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A Cultural History of Women
6 Volume Set 

Edited by Linda Kalof

"Chapters are well researched and feature
numerous illustrations. Each volume ends with
chapter notes and an extensive bibliography.
VERDICT An excellent starting point for projects
requiring information about the cultural history of

women, and a worthwhile addition to academic collections,
especially those with a strong women’s and gender studies
program." Diane Fulkerson, University of South Florida, Lakeland,
Library Journal

"Highly recommended for academic libraries—a must for those with
women’s­studies programs—and large public libraries." Lyndsie
Robinson, Booklist

"The essays making up this six-volume set are entertaining,
insightful, debatable, scholarly and yet accessible. Arguments are
presented that are new, deserving of debate and consideration. Old
arguments resurface for new consideration ... The result is a
comprehensive overview of women culturally through two and a
half thousand years of history." Louise Ellis-Barrett Head of
Libraries, Downsend School, UK, Reference Reviews

A Cultural History of Women presents an authoritative survey from ancient
times to the present. With six volumes covering 2500 years, this is the most
authoritative history available of women in Western cultures.

Each volume discusses the same themes in its chapters: the Life Cycle; Bodies
and Sexuality; Religion and Popular Beliefs; Medicine and Disease; Public and
Private Worlds; Education and Work; Power; and Artistic Representation. This
means readers can either have a broad overview of a period by reading a
volume or follow a theme through history by reading the relevant chapter in
each volume.
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A Cultural History of Gardens
6 Volume Set 

Edited by Michael Leslie & John Dixon Hunt

"Works of this stature and interest appear at rare
intervals and this indeed is an eagerly anticipated
moment and an achievement to savour... Mark
Laird...marries detailed historical understanding of
our garden plants with an empirical knowledge of
their use... John Dixon Hunt [is] an outstanding
scholar with wide interests, a firm institutional base,

and one whose whole energy is focussed on the promotion of
garden history." Christina Dyson & Richard Aitken, Australian
Garden History

"VERDICT A wonderful resource for people interested in landscape
architecture or anyone looking for an in-depth exploration of the
cultural significance of gardens." Susanne Caro, University of
Montana Libary, Missoula, Library Journal

"This crossdisciplinary set of six books is a much-needed cultural
history of Eurocentric garden traditions from ancient times to
today, offering readers glimpses into various past worlds and new
views of their own … [F]ascinating and informative … Although the
series primarily addresses itself to landscape architects and garden
historians, it will prove rewarding for many others: historians,
historians of art and literature, filmmakers, archaeologists,
students of environmental history and the built environment, and
amateur gardeners. And though analogous chapters across periods
do not function identically, in general their complex tasks have been
executed with clarity, intelligence, and grace. The project as a whole
is well conceived and carried out." Mara Miller, Landscape
Architecture Magazine

A Cultural History of Gardens presents an authoritative survey from ancient
times to the present. This set of six volumes covers over 2500 years of gardens
as physical, social and artistic spaces.
UK May 2013 • US July 2013
Pack 9781847882653 • £350.00 •$550.00
1600 pages • 300 bw illus
Series: The Cultural Histories Series
Bloomsbury Academic

A Cultural History of Food
6 Volume Set 

Edited by Fabio Parasecoli & Peter Scholliers

"‘[T]he six volumes of A Cultural History of Food
provide an enlightening and fascinating insight into
the history of food and its development throughout
history in an authoritative and accessible style.’"
Louise Ellis-Barrett, Social Sciences

"This comprehensive history of food is helpfully constructed so
readers can learn about food production across time periods or
consider every facet of food in a particular period. The volumes are
written at a level that is appropriate for both high school libraries as
well as academic ones; the set will also be a natural fit in the library
of a culinary institute or other specialized food environment."
Christine Sharbrough, Derry P.L., Manchester, NH, Library Journal

A Cultural History of Food presents an authoritative survey from ancient times
to the present. This set of six volumes covers nearly 3,000 years of food and
its physical, spiritual, social and cultural dimensions.

1. A Cultural History of Food in Antiquity (800 BCE - 500 CE)
2. A Cultural History of Food in the Medieval Age (500 - 1300)
3. A Cultural History of Food in the Renaissance (1300 - 1600)
4. A Cultural History of Food in the Early Modern Age (1600 - 1800)
5. A Cultural History of Food in the Age of Empire (1800 - 1900)
6. A Cultural History of Food in the Modern Age (1920 - 2000)

Each volume discusses the same themes in its chapters: 

1. Food Production
2. Food Systems 
3. Food Security, Safety and Crises 
4. Food and Politics 
5. Eating Out 
6. Professional Cooking, Kitchens and Service Work 
7. Family and Domesticity UK January 2012 • US January 2012
Pack 9781847883551 • £350.00 •$550.00
1728 pages • 52 bw illus
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A Cultural History of Animals
Volumes 1-6 

"The Cultural History of Animals presents an
innovative and compelling introduction to current
scholarship about the historical relationships
between people and other animals." Harriet Ritvo,
Arthur J. Conner Professor of History, M.I.T.

"An innovative and ambitious project that
synthesises knowledge of animals as living

creatures and their symbolic representations... an invaluable
contribution to our understanding... A combination of surprise and
entertainment with serious research gives these volumes a place in
the best tradition of accessible science." Bernd Hüppauf, New York
University for H-Soz-u-Kult

"High quality editing, clear writing, and abundant visual illustrations
... These volumes will be basic to future scholarship dealing with
animals and society. Essential." Choice

Choice Outstanding Academic Title, 2008

HARDBACK SET

A Cultural History of Animals is a multi-volume project on the history of human-
animal relations from ancient times to the present. The set of six volumes
covers 4500 years of human-animal interaction.

Volume 1: Antiquity to the Dark Ages (2500BC - 1000AD)
Volume 2: The Medieval Age (1000-1400)
Volume 3: The Renaissance (1400-1600)
Volume 4: The Enlightenment (1600-1800)
Volume 5: The Age of Empire (1800-1920)
Volume 6: The Modern Age (1920-2000, including a discussion of animals of the
future)
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A Cultural History of the Human Body
Volumes 1-6 

Edited by Linda Kalof & William Bynum

A Cultural History of The Human Body presents an
authoritative survey from ancient times to the present. This
set of six volumes covers 2800 years of the human body as a
physical, social, spiritual and cultural object. 

Volume 1: A Cultural History of the Human Body in Antiquity
(1300 BCE - 500 CE), edited by Daniel Garrison, Northwestern University, USA
Volume 2: A Cultural History of the Human Body in The Medieval Age (500 -
1500), edited by Linda Kalof, Michigan State University, USA
Volume 3: A Cultural History of the Human Body in the Renaissance (1400 -
1650), edited by Linda Kalof, Michigan State University, USA and William Bynum,
University College London, UK
Volume 4: A Cultural History of the Human Body in the Enlightenment (1600 -
1800), edited by Carole Reeves, Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of
Medicine, University College London, UK
Volume 5: A Cultural History of the Human Body in the Age of Empire (1800 -
1920), edited by Michael Sappol, National Library of Medicine in Washington,
DC, USA and Stephen P. Rice, Ramapo College of New Jersey, USA
Volume 6: A Cultural History of the Human Body in the Modern Age (1900-21st
Century), edited by Ivan Crozier, University of Edinburgh, UK and Chiara
Beccalossi, University of Queensland, Australia

Each volume discusses the same themes in its chapters: 1. Birth and Death 2.
Health and Disease 3. Sex & Sexuality 4. Medical Knowledge and Technology 5.
Popular Beliefs 6. Beauty and Concepts of the Ideal 7. Marked Bodies I:
Gender, Race, Class, Age, Disability and Disease 8. Marked Bodies II: the
Bestial, the Divine and the Natural 9. Cultural Representations of the Body 10.
The Self and Society 

This means readers can either have a broad overview of a period by reading a
volume or follow a theme through history by reading the relevant chapter in
each volume. Superbly illustrated, the full six volume set combines to present
the most authoritative and comprehensive survey available on the human body
through history.UK January 2014 • US August 2010 • US March 2014
Pack 9781472554680 • £100.00 •$550.00 •$172.00
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Series: The Cultural Histories Series
Bloomsbury Academic

A Cultural History of Childhood and
Family
Volumes 1-6 

Edited by Elizabeth Foyster & James Marten

A Cultural History of Childhood and Family presents an
authoritative survey from ancient times to the present. This
set of six volumes covers 2800 years of history, charting the
cultural, social, economic, religious, medical and political
changes in domestic life.

Volume 1. A Cultural History of Childhood and Family in Antiquity, edited by
Mary Harlow and Ray Laurence, both University of Birmingham, UK
Volume 2. A Cultural History of Childhood and Family in the Middle Ages, edited
by Louise J. Wilkinson, Canterbury Christ Church University, UK
Volume 3. A Cultural History of Childhood and Family in the Early Modern Age,
edited by Sandra Cavallo, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK and Silvia
Evangelisti, University of East Anglia, UK
Volume 4. A Cultural History of Childhood and Family in the Age of
Enlightenment, edited by Elizabeth Foyster, University of Cambridge, UK and
James Marten, Marquette University, Milwaukee, USA
Volume 5. A Cultural History of Childhood and Family in the Age of Empire,
edited by Colin Heywood, University of Nottingham, UK
Volume 6. A Cultural History of Childhood and Family in the Modern Age, edited
by Joseph M. Hawes, University of Memphis, USA and N. Ray Hiner, University
of Kansas, USA

Each volume discusses the same themes in its chapters: 1. Family Relationships;
2; Community; 3. Economy; 4. Geography and the Environment; 5. Education;
6. Life Cycle; 7. The State; 8. Faith and Religion; 9. Health and Science; 10.
World Contexts.

This means readers can either have a broad overview of a period by reading a
volume or follow a theme through history by reading the relevant chapter in
each volume. Well illustrated, the full six volume set combines to present the
most authoritative and comprehensive survey available on family and childhood
through history.
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A Cultural History of Sexuality
Volumes 1-6 

Edited by Julie Peakman

A Cultural History of Sexuality presents an overarching
survey from ancient times to the present. With six volumes
covering 2800 years, this is the most authoritative history of
sexuality in all its many forms across Western cultures. 

Volume 1: A Cultural History of Sexuality in the Classical
World, edited by Mark Golden, University of Winnipeg, Canada and Peter
Toohey, University of Calgary, Canada
Volume 2: A Cultural History of Sexuality in the Middle Ages, edited by Ruth
Evans, Saint Louis University, USA
Volume 3: A Cultural History of Sexuality in the Renaissance, edited by Bette
Talvacchia, University of Connecticut, USA
Volume 4: A Cultural History of Sexuality in the Enlightenment, edited by Julie
Peakman, Birkbeck College, University of London, UK
Volume 5: A Cultural History of Sexuality in the Age of Empire, edited by Chiara
Beccalossi, University of Queensland, Australia, and Ivan Crozier, University of
Edinburgh, UK
Volume 6: A Cultural History of Sexuality in the Modern Age, edited by Gert
Hekma, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Each volume discusses the same themes in its chapters: 
1. Heterosexuality; 2. Homosexuality; 3. Sexual Variations; 4. Sex Religion, and
the Law; 5. Sex, Medicine and Disease; 6. Sex, Popular Beliefs and Culture; 7.
Prostitution; 8. Erotica. 

This means readers can either have a broad overview of a period by reading a
volume or follow a theme through history by reading the relevant chapter in
each volume. Well illustrated, the full six volume set combines to present the
most authoritative and comprehensive survey available on sexuality through
history.

Julie Peakman teaches at Birkbeck College, University of London, UK. HerUK January 2014 • US December 2010 • US March 2014
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A Cultural History of Dress and Fashion
6 Volume Set 

Edited by Susan J. Vincent

Volume 1: Antiquity (500BC-800AD), edited by Mary Harlow
Volume 2: The Medieval Age (800-1450), edited by Sarah-
Grace Heller
Volume 3: The Renaissance (1450-1650), edited by Elizabeth
Currie
Volume 4: The Age of Enlightenment (1650-1800), edited by

Peter McNeil
Volume 5: The Age of Empire (1800-1920), edited by Denise Baxter
Volume 6: The Modern Age (1920-2000+), edited by Alexandra Palmer 

1. Textiles 
2. Production and Distribution
3. The Body
4. Belief
5. Gender and Sexuality
6. Status
7. Ethnicity
8. Visual Representations
9. Literary Representations

Susan J. Vincent is Honorary Visiting Fellow at the University of York, UK. She
is the author of Dressing the Elite (Berg, 2003) and The Anatomy of Fashion
(Berg, 2009).
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